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Deci sion 1/ COP. 5

Addi ti onal procedures or institutional nechanisns to assist in
the review of the inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recal ling article 22, paragraph 2 (a), (c), (d) and (h) of the Convention,

Recal i ng al so article 23, paragraph 2 (a), (b) and (c), and article 26 of
t he Conventi on,

Further recalling its decision 11/COP.1 on Procedures for the Communication
of Information and Review of the Inplenmentation, paragraph 4 of decision 3/COP. 4
on Procedures for the Review of the Inplenentati on of the Convention, and paragraph
2 (a) of decision 5/COP.4 on the Programme of W rk of the Conference of the
Parti es,

1. Decides to establish a committee for the review of the inplenmentation
of the Convention (CRIC) as a subsidiary body of the Conference of the Parties to
assist it inregularly reviewing the inplenmentation of the Convention;

2. Deci des al so to adopt the ternms of reference of the Conmittee for the
Revi ew of the Inplenmentation of the Convention as contained in the annex to this
deci si on;

3. Deci des further that the nandate and functions of the Conmittee as
contained in paragraph 1 (b) of the terns of reference shall be subject to renewal
at the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties, in the |light of |essons
| earned during the overall review of the Commttee;

4, Deci des furthernore that the Conference of the Parties shall, no later
than its seventh ordinary session, reviewthe terns of reference of the Conmmittee,
its operations and its schedule of neetings, with a view to maki ng any necessary
nodi fication, including reconsidering the need for and nodalities of the Committee
as a subsidiary body;

5. Invites Parties to subnit witten proposals to the secretariat no | ater
than 31 January 2003 on criteria agai nst which the Committee will be reviewed, with
a viewto determining such criteria at the sixth session of the Conference of the
Parti es;

6. Deci des that the first session of the CRIC, to be held in Novenber 2002,
shall review updates to reports already available and/or new reports from all
regions, to be subnmitted no later than 30 April 2002, and that the second session
of the CRIC, to be held during the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties,
shall carry out its functions pursuant to paragraph 1 (b) of the ternms of reference.
After the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties, the review shall be
conducted in accordance with the tinetable outlined in paragraphs 13 to 15 of
decision 11/COP.1. The review shall focus on specific thematic issues identified
by Parties.
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7. Requests the secretariat, in accordance with the terns of reference,
to conpile, synthesize and provide a prelininary analysis of the reports submtted
by Parties and observers and the reports on regional inputs, along thematic
priorities identified by the Parties for subm ssion to the CRIC

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the preparation of
regional inputs for the review process, in cooperation with interested Parties,
i nternational, regional and subregi onal organi zati ons and coordi nati ng nmechani smns,
and representatives of civil society;

9. Invites Parties, in particular devel oped country Parties and i nterested
organi zations as well as private sector and non-governnental organizations, to
contribute financially to the organization of regional neetings, including the
preparation of national reports, and to the participation of representatives of
af fect ed devel oping country Parties, in particular the | east devel oped anong t hem
wth a view to facilitating the preparation of regional inputs for the review
pr ocess;

10. Deci des that the key thematic topics for the review, up to and i ncl udi ng
the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties, shall be the follow ng:

- participatory processes involving civil society, non-governmenta
organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based organi zati ons;

- | egi slative and institutional frameworks or arrangenents;

- resource nmobi I'i zati on and coor di nati on, bot h domestic and
i nternational, including conclusions of partnership agreenents;

- | i nkages and synergies with other environmental conventions and, as
appropriate, with national devel opment strategies;

- nmeasures for the rehabilitati on of degraded | and and for early warning
systens for nmitigating the effects of drought;

- drought and desertification nonitoring and assessment;

- access by affected country Parties, particularly affected devel opi ng
country Parties, to appropriate technol ogy, know edge and know how;,

11. Requests the secretariat tocirculateinall official | anguages at | east
six weeks prior to the first session of the Conmittee appropriate docunentation for
t hat session.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001



| CCD/ COP(5) / 11/ Add. 1

Page 5
Annex
TERVMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COW TTEE FOR THE REVI EW
OF THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON
A. Mandate and functions

1. The Conmittee for the Review of the Inplenentation of the Convention (CRIC
shal | assi st the Conference of the Parties inregularly review ngthe inplenentation
of the Convention, in the light of the experience gained at the national,

subregional, regional and international levels, and shall facilitate the exchange
of information on neasures adopted by the Parties, pursuant to article 26 of the
Convention, in order to draw conclusions and to propose to the Conference of the
Parties concrete recommendations on further steps in the inplenentation of the
Convention. Particularly, it shall

(a) At sessions held between ordinary sessions of the Conference of the
Parties:

(i) Use as the basis of the review of inplementation by the
Conference of the Parties, the reports by Parties, together with advice
and i nformati on provi ded by the Conmittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy and
the d obal Mechani sm consistent with their respective nmandates, and
such other reports as the Conference of the Parties may call for;

(ii) ldentify and anal yse the efficiency and effectiveness of neasures
taken by the Parties and stakeholders with a view to focusing on
activities that neet the needs of people living in affected areas and
enhancing neasures to conbat desertification and/or nitigate the
ef fects of drought;

(iii) ldentify and synthesize best practices, experiences and | essons
| ear ned;

(iv) ldentify necessary adjustments to the el aboration process and the
i mpl ement ati on of action progranmnes;

(v) Identify emerging and challenging issues deriving from
i mpl enent ati on;

(vi) Consider information on the nobilization and use of financial
resources and other support wth a view to enhancing their
ef fecti veness and effici ency towards t he achi evenents of the objectives
of the Convention, including information fromthe d obal Mechani sm

(vii) ldentify ways and nmeans of inproving procedures for conmuni cation
of information, as well as for the quality and format of reports to be
subnmitted to the Conference of the Parties;

(viii) I dentify ways and neans of pronoting know how and technol ogy
transfer, in particular fromthe devel oped countries to the devel opi ng
countries, for conbating desertification and/or mtigating the effects
of drought;
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(ix) ldentify ways and neans of pronoting experience sharing and
information exchange anong Parties and all other interested
institutions and organi zati ons;

(x) Dr aw concl usi ons and propose concrete recomendati ons on further
steps in the inplenmentation of the Convention

(xi) Submit a conprehensive report to the Conference of the Parties
in the light of its progranme of work, including conclusions and
reconmendat i ons;

(b) At sessions held during the COP:

(i) Consi der the conprehensive report of the inter-sessional session

(ii) Review regularly the policies, operational nodalities and
activities of the dobal Mechanism

(iii) Review regularly reports prepared by the secretariat on the
execution of its functions;

(iv) Consider reports on the collaborationw th the G obal Environnent
Facility.

with a view to elaborating draft decisions, where necessary, for
consi deration and, as appropriate, adoption by the Conference of the

Parti es;
B. Conposition
2. The Conmittee shall be conposed of all Parties to the Convention.
3. Any ot her body or agency, whether national or international, governnental or

non-gover nmental , which wi shes to be represented at a session of the Conmittee as
an observer may be admitted unless one third of the Parties present at the session
obj ect.

4, The Conmittee shall elect its own four Vice-Chairpersons, of whom one shal
act as Rapporteur. Together with the Chairperson, elected by the Conference of the
Parties in accordance with rule 31 of the rules of procedure, they shall constitute
the Bureau. The Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons shall be elected with due
regard to the need to ensure equitable geographical distribution and adequate
representation of affected country Parties, particularly those in Africa, while not
negl ecting affected country Parties in other regions, and shall not serve for nore
than two consecutive terms. The Chairperson of the CRIC shall be a nmenber of the
Bureau of the Conference of the Parties.

C. Frequency of sessions and organi zati on of work

5. Sessions of the Conmittee shall be held during and once between each of the
ordi nary sessions of the Conference of the Parties.
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6. Sessions of the Conmittee held between ordinary sessions of the Conference
of the Parties shall not be Ionger than two weeks.
7. Extraordi nary sessions of the Conmittee shall be held at such times as may
be deci ded by the Conference of the Parties.
8. Sessions of the Committee shall be public, unless the Conmittee decides
ot herw se.
9. The programe of work of the Conmittee, which should include estimates

regarding financial inplications, shall be approved by the Conference of the
Parties. At the beginning of each of its sessions, the Cormttee shall adopt its
agenda and organi zati on of work for the session.

10. In agreement with the Chairperson of the Committee, the secretariat shall
prepare the provisional agenda of each session.

D. Nature of the review and net hodol ogy

11. The review shall be open and transparent, inclusive, flexible and
facilitative, as well as effective in terns of the use of financial, technol ogical
and human resources. It shall be an experience-sharing and |essons-I|earning
exercise which will identify successes, obstacles and difficulties with a viewto
i mproving the inplenmentation of the Convention, but it will not be an assessnent
of conpliance.

12. The review shall be conducted thematically with due regard to geographic
regi ons and subregi ons.

E. The revi ew process

13. The review process shall examine, inter alia, reports subnitted by the
Parties, information and advice from the d obal Mechanism and the Conmittee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy, as well as reports by rel evant organs, funds and progranmnes
of the United Nations system and other intergovernnmental and non-government al
organi zati ons and such other reports as the Conference of the Parties may call for.

14. Nati onal reports shall be submtted to the secretariat for conpilation,
synthesis and prelimnary analysis. Parties shall have an opportunity to review
in reasonable tine the portions of such docunents prepared by the secretariat that
refer to them by nane.

15. The secretariat should, to the extent possible, take advantage of its ongoi ng
work and activities at the regional and/or subregional levels to dissemnate
information stenming fromits prelimnary anal ysis and seek to obtain feedback with
a view to enriching the Committee’s work base, while favouring a bottom-up and

participatory approach.

16. The secr etariat shall compile a synthesis report for consideration by the
Committee. The regional and subregional feedback referred to in paragraph 15 shall

be annexed to the secretariat’s report. The CST, including through the use of its

Group of Experts, and the Global Mechanism shall be invited to provide to the CRIC

advice and information on the basis of the report by the secretariat.
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F. Qutcone

17. The Committee shall report on its work at each ordinary session of the
Conference of the Parties.

18. The report of the Committee shall be submitted to the Conference of the
Parties for its consideration and any decision the Conference may wi sh to take on

the inplenmentation of the Convention.

G Transparency of work

19. Al the reports and the results of the work of the Conmittee shall be in the
public domain.
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Deci sion 2/ COP.5

Date and venue of the first session of the Conmttee for
the Review of the | nplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal i ng article 22, paragraph 2(a) and (c), of the United Nati ons Conventi on
to Conbat Desertification,

Recal I i ng al so its decision 1/ COCP. 5,
Further recalling General Assenbly resolution 40/243 of 18 Decenber 1985,

1. Deci des that the first session of the Cormittee for the Review of the
I mpl ement ati on of the Convention shall be held at Bonn, Gernany, the site of the
Convention secretariat, from 18 to 29 Novenber 2002, in the event that no Party
makes an offer to host that session and to neet the related additional financial
cost;

2. Invites the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Bureau of the
Conference of the Parties to accommopdate, by 20 April 2002, any offer froma Party
to host the first session of the Conmttee for the Review of the Inplenentation of
t he Conventi on;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary neasures to
prepare for the first session of the Conmttee for the Review of the Inplenmentation
of the Convention.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 3/ COP. 5

Report of the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup for the in-depth revi ew and
anal ysis of reports subnmitted at the third and fourth
sessions of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,
Recal ling article 22, paragraph 2(a) of the Conventi on,

Recal I ing al so its decision 6/COP.3 which, inter alia, established an Ad Hoc
Wrking Goup (AHWG to review and anal yse in depth the reports submtted at its
third and fourth sessions, in order to draw conclusions and propose concrete
recomendati ons on further steps in the inplenmentation of the Convention,

Further recalling its decision 1/COP.4 on procedures to review reports
submitted at the third and fourth sessions of the Conference of the Parties, and
decision 3/COP.4 on procedures for the review of the inplenentation of the
Conventi on,

Recal I i ng furthernore decision 2/COP.4 on the interimreport of the Ad Hoc
Wor ki ng G oup for the in-depth revi ewand anal ysis of reports submitted at the third
and fourth sessions of the Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zing the necessity to foster partnership building for the
i mpl enment ati on of action progranmes within affected countri es,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the conprehensive report of the AHWG
as contai ned i n docunent | CCDY COP(4)/ AHWH 6;

2. Al so takes note of the conclusions and recomendati ons of the Ad Hoc
Wir ki ng Group annexed to this decision;

3. Invites Parties to accelerate, and interested international and non-
governnental organizations to take the necessary steps, in the light of the
conclusions and recommendations of the AHW5 to facilitate the conpletion of
nati onal action programes and the i npl enentation of such progranmes, in particul ar
at the local |evel;

4, Urges all Parties to negotiate and concl ude partnership agreenents based on
nati onal, subregi onal and regi onal action programes, as appropriate.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Annex
CONCLUSI ONS AND CONCRETE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON FURTHER STEPS
IN THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON
A. Strategies and policy franeworks
1. Parties wel coned the holding of the forthcomng Wrld Summt on Sustainabl e

Devel opment (R 0+10) and considered it an excellent opportunity to nobilize nore
political will and financial resources to pronote UNCCD

2. Parties recogni ze that the chall enge of nainstreamnmi ng or integrating the NAP
into broader strategic frameworks or consultative processes for sustainable
devel opnent is a conplex nmatter that should be dealt with through an appropriate
consul tation nmechani smat country | evel

3. Country Parties, sitting as nenbers of the governing boards of nultilatera
organi zations, technical agencies and devel opnment banks, should facilitate the
coherence of these respective policy and strategy franmeworks with the discharging
of their obligations under UNCCD. The forthcoming COP may wish to invite such
Parties to encourage a nore direct response on the part of these organizations to
the needs of the people in the drylands through the UNCCD i npl enent ati on process.
In this respect the energing cooperation between the European Community and the
affected Asian, Caribbean and Pacific countries is encouraged.

4, A gl obal assessnent and regular update of the status of desertification
worl dwi de remains a necessity. Recent relevant multilateral initiatives nust be
more closely related to UNCCD. For instance, nanagers of the MEA, the Dry Lands
Degradati on Assessnent (LADA) and of the Integrated Land and Water Managenent
Initiative for Africa should nore actively seek cooperation with and invol verment
of the UNCCD national focal points in relevant countries. Likew se, managers of
t he Capacity Devel opnent Initiative should be invited to consider including support
to the UNCCD regional thematic networks in their programmre.

5. Ongoi ng economic policy debates innultilateral forunms such as the Wrl d Trade
Organi zation (WO and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent
(UNCTAD) nust better take into account the inplications of trade, pricing and
subsi dies for the sustainable use of natural resources in the drylands. The COP
may wish to invite the Conmittee on Trade and Environnent of the WO to include
UNCCD-rel ated matters in its deliberations fromthe point of view of a nore open
access of drylands products to international markets.

6. The potential for private sector investnment in the drylands is recognized in
such sectors as the mning and extraction industry, ecotourismand the production
of medicinal plants and genetic material for the pharmaceutical industry or
hydroponi ¢ agricultural production. Nevertheless incentives nust be provided to
encourage a sustainable use of land resources by corporate interests. The
pronul gati on of environnent-friendly guidelines for the relevant sectors of the
econony in the dryl ands shoul d be encouraged so as to ensure benefits at the | oca
level. Inthis respect, the UNCCD secretariat is invited to pursue its cooperation
with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

(1 UCN) .
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7. To pronote the policy coherence needed within the United Nations system the
COP should invite the Secretary-General to recomend to the heads of the rel evant
agencies a decisive effort, so as better to orient the interventions of their
respecti ve organi zations towards support of the Convention for the ultinate benefit
of | ower-income groups in the dryl ands.

B. Institutional aspects including the inplenentation review process

8. Coordi nation at country level is seen as of utnost priority. Affected country
Parties are urged to facilitate a closer coordinati on between the UNCCD NFPs and
rel evant governnent bodies involved in the allocation of devel opment aid, such as
mnistries of finance, planning conm ssions or departrments of foreign affairs in
charge of the coordination of aid. NFPs are invited to raise the priority of
conbating desertification in nmultilateral and bilateral negotiations.

9. Devel oped country Parties and the European Comunity are expected nore
explicitly to nobilize the local representatives of their aid agency or enbassy to
liaise more directly with the NFP in order to support the NAP fornulation, to
mai nst reamt he envi ronnental di nension of UNCCDin their devel opnent progranmres and
to i ncorporate dryl ands environnental and social cost analysisintheidentification
and planning of their projects.

10. Devel oped country Parties are invited to use the review process to strengthen
further the coherence of their ongoing bilateral and nultilateral aid efforts with
those of the developing country Parties inplenmenting the Convention. Devel oped
country Parties are encouraged actively to incorporate the findings of the process
into their programm ng of future assistance neasures.

11. Rel evant i nternati onal organi zati ons are requested to contri bute nore actively
to the forthconmi ng revi ew process t hrough a presentati on of neasures they are taking
i n support of the I aunchi ng of the operational phase of the inplenentation process.

12. Parties recogni ze the need to adjust their national reporting to the evol ving
needs of the i nplenmentation process, notably with respect to the activities rel ated
to the CST and the involvenment of civil society, and therefore request the
secretariat to nodify the Help Quide accordingly in order to assist in the
preparation of the second generation of national reports.

13. Al'l Parties agree on the necessity for a continued exchange of information
and for an analytical assessment in order to nonitor the inplenentation of the
Convention and to enable the COP to take appropriate neasures in the evolving
context of its constraints and progress. Affected developing countries call for
t he establi shnment of a standing subsidiary body of the COPto reviewinplenmentation
as a decisive step towards adequately discharging this critical task.

C. Participatory process and outreach at the |ocal |evel

14. The Convention was found to be largely successful in raising awareness of the
need for sustainabl e managenent of natural resources at grassroots |evel, but the
i nterest raised nmust be sustained by appropriate action. Provisions for support
nmust be earmarked within the UNCCD NAP for further awareness-raising activities and
to sustain the participatory inplenentation of the Convention. Mre specifically,
it is reconmended that | ocal area programes be devel oped, identifying opportunities
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for synergistic initiatives to be taken on a territorial basis, at the grassroots
| evel

15. It was al so deenmed necessary to inform public opinion in devel oped country
Parties on the rel evance of the Convention, notably in the context of broad concerns
such as reducing rural poverty or forced emgration fromthe dryl ands.

16. Added resources deriving fromclimate adaptation fundi ng sources shoul d thus
permt such programes under the UNCCD NAPs by initiating capacity-building
nmeasures, in order to equip local comunities to deliver obligations under UNCCD,
CBD and UNFCCC. Such training would include guidelines on planning an integrated
set of measures that restore degraded environnments, protect the biodiversity and
mai ntai n carbon sinks while responding to the socio-econom ¢ needs of the |oca
popul ation. Lessons learned during the UNCCD process nust be made avail able at
| ocal |evel

D. Consultative nechanismfor partnership arrangenents

17. Parties that have conpleted their NAPs now face the inmmediate need to
establish a predictable consultative nmechanismfor the conclusion of partnership
arrangenents. The COP may consi der howt he respecti ve NFPs can recei ve the earli est
support in this respect.

18. The positive role of the resident coordinators of the United Nations system
in support of the NAP process was comended, and the field offices of UNDP should
facilitate nore systematically the convening of UNCCD-related consultative
nmeet i ngs.

19. Simlarly, the NFPin all regions and bilateral donors m ght wish to identify
bilateral chefs de file in their respective countries to join in the conmmon
| aunching of this necessary consultative process. Developed country Parties are
invited to consult anong t hensel ves under an appropriate Organization for Econom c
Co- operation and Devel oprment (OECD) franework in order to agree on a conmon policy
W th respect to country-driven consultative nechani sns for partnership arrangenents
under UNCCD and to report to the forthconm ng COP on progress nade on this matter

20. It is recormmended that COP 5 agree on a proposal for a schedule of
consul tative nmeetings for countries that have adopted their NAPs, in conformty with

the pertinent provisions of the regional inplenentation annexes of the Convention

E. Measures taken within the NAP frameworKk

21. Lack of funding was quoted as the nost conmon reason given for delays in
preparing the NAPs to conbat desertification and nmitigate the effects of drought.
The co-Chairnmen can only reiterate in this respect the appeal they nmade in their
interimreport on the first session of the AHAG I n the context of the Declaration
on Comm tnent adopted at COP 4 it is indeed appropriate for bilateral and
multil ateral donors to provide catal ytic funds to enabl e the conpl eti on of the NAPs.
They are invited to review ways and neans of doing so before COP 5.

22. I mproved national coordination requires, to start wth, enhancing the
i nformati on exchange between nini stries and rel evant organi zati ons and/ or agenci es.
The scientific and research communities nmust also be included. It is inportant
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further to inprove informati on exchange at the national |evel, particularly taking
into consideration the fact that bilateral assistance negotiators should be
associ ated at an early stage with the NAP process, as well as ministries of planning
and fi nance. A greater coherence of information flows at national level wll
enhance the likelihood of receiving financial assistance for desertification
projects. Various sources of assistance, including private sector funding, should
be sought to equip national focal points and key stakehol ders with the appropriate
i nformation technol ogy.

23. Centralizingthe NAPwith a mul titude of other instrunents addressi ng probl ers
associ ated with desertification and drought is a considerable challenge that the
NFP nust confront with adequate support frommnultilateral and bilateral partners
in terns of coordination, exchange of tinely information and, as appropriate,
techni cal assistance. To ensure effective nonitoring of UNCCD, |inks with rel evant
instrunments nust be created while preserving the integrity of the NAP formul ation
and adoption process.

F. Subregional and regi onal cooperation

24, The probl ens created by hunan factors and t he i nteracti ons bet ween ecosystens
often call for common solutions in countries sharing the sane ecosystens. It also
calls for the effective comrunication and exploitation of best practices and of
| essons | earned, particularly with respect to G S systens, neteorol ogy or know edge-
based agro-ecol ogy. In this respect the role of subregional and regiona
organi zati ons was commended, and the call for strengthening their capacities to back
up NAP devel opnent in menber countries was reiterated.

25. Regi onal thematic networks need to be further strengthened. They play a cost-
effective role in support of CST-driven initiatives such as those on benchmar ks and
i ndi cators, the pronotion and protection of traditional know edge and buil di ng on
best practices. Initiatives need to focus on success stories already avail able
Replication of best practices could serve as a useful tool for passing on existing
know edge.

26. Inthe light of the above, the need for partnership agreenments at subregi ona
and regi onal | evel was enphasi zed by many Parties, notably in the |light of the fact
that specialized subregional and regional institutions are in a position to bring
a wel come substantive contribution to the review of the inplenmentation process.

27. It is recomended that further exchanges of information, advisory services
and experience between the regional inplenentation annexes of the Convention be
pronot ed, naking full use of existing subregional and regional institutions for
Sout h- Sout h cooperati on

G Fi nanci ng of the Convention

28. The Parties agreed that the allocation of provisions to agriculture, rura
devel opnent and/ or the conbat agai nst desertification within the national budget
of an affected country Party is an inportant indication of the political wll of
that country to discharge its obligations under UNCCD. Consistent with the
Decl aration on the Conmitnments to Enhance the Inplenentation of the Convention
adopted at COP 4, they reiterated the necessity for provision of substantial
financial assistance to devel oping countri es.
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29. The Parties expressed appreciation for the efforts of the d obal Mechani sm
in discharging its mandate and the positive role it plays in further nobilizing
donors. Nevertheless, the Parties acknow edged that, five years after the entry
into force of the Convention, the Convention could not avail itself of a predictable
nmechani smforfinancing, in atimely and adequate manner, the Convention’s enabling

activities such as the preparation of national reports or the prepa ration and
adoption of programming instruments at national, subregional or regional levels,

let alone finance for operational activities under the NAPs.

30. In this context, on the supply side of the provision of required finance, a
significant number of Parties recommend the Council of the GEF to include, during
the  forth coming replenishment exercise, a financing window for combating

desertification to access GEF resources in order to secure and facilitate the
Convention’s implementation including enabling activities.

31. Inthe meantime, on the demand side of the provision of required finance, the

UNDRP field offices in af fected countries should be provided with the necessary

additional resources to facilitate, together with a bilateral chef de file, the

convening of the consultative meetings to bring about the partnership arrangements
necessary to finance the proposed operations under the NAPs, in cooperation with
the Global Mechanism and the secretariat.

32. The Glo bal Mec hanism, in cooperation with the members of its Facilitation

Committee, should target an early matching of demand and supply through the

facilitation of funding for the NAP’s operations, and should be entr usted  with
monitoring the follow-up activities of this consultative process in order to

facilitate the timely disbursement of pledged assistance. Its role should also be

strengthened in support of the subregional and regional action programmes.

H. Issues related to the Committee on Science and Technology,
including benchmarks and indicators

33. Environment managementinitiatives mustbe reinforced through added capacity-
buildingmeasures, notably atthe locallevel. More specifically, capacity training

for focal points is needed for a systematic training in the development and
application of indicators related to desertification, as well as in the use of
Geographical Information System and Environmental Information System.

34. Information and awareness raising should also reach the academic and

scientific community, and should cover, as part of a national mon itoring system
specifictodesertification, thoseissuesrelatedtothe developmentandapplication
ofbenchmarksandindicators, sothatrepresentatives fromthe National Coordinating

Body (NCB) can start utilizing and testing the implementation indicators elaborated

by the CST with the necessary institutional backing of the scientific communities

intheir own countries. Impactindicators have notyet been agreed upon by the CST.

35. Financial assistance is needed so as to ensure that pilot activity areas can
be established in which to test the indicators as part of a monitoring and
assessment process, in accordance with CST recommendations.
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36. Fi nanci al assistance is also required for conducting national inventories of
tradi tional knowl edge and practices used to conbat desertification. The UNCCD
regional thematic networks represent a decentralized capacity for expanding the
coverage of these activities and should be enabled to do so.

37. Finally it was recomended that in reviewing the Help @ide for the
preparation of NAPs as stipulated in decision 10/COP.4, the secretariat should
reflect the needs of affected devel oped country Parties. The secretariat should
al so include the following guidelines that reflect the concerns, activities and
recomendat i ons of the CST, and which should be used, as appropriate, by Parties:

- the devel opment and utilization of benchmarks and indicators that go
beyond the physical and biological indicators so as to touch on
institutional, including |legislative as well as soci o-econonic, issues
such as qualitative and quantitative evaluation of civil society
partici pation;

- the utilization of, or need for, early warning systens tools for the
managenent of drought;

- t he presentation of key ongoi ng and/ or pl anned activities, projects and
programes that either tackle the root causes or correct the visible
effects of desertification in order to draw | essons | earned and share
scientific and technical approaches utilized,

- the illustration of South-South and North-South collaborative efforts
that highlight the benefits of the exchange and transfer of
i nformati on, technol ogi es and techni cal know how;

- the presentation of strategies and approaches used to collect, share
and comunicate information for the purposes of advocacy and
sensitization, as well as the wutilization and inprovenent of
tradi tional know edge for conbating desertification

- t he presentati on of ongoi ng and/ or pl anned synergi stic or coll aborative
approaches and activities with other Miltilateral Environnenta
Agreenents, particularly the CBD and t he UNFCCC.
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Deci si on 4/ COP. 5

Programme and budget for the bi enni um 2002-2003

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng paragraphs 3, 9 and 10 of the financial rules of the Conference of
the Parties,!?

Havi ng consi der ed t he proposed progranme and budget for the bi enni um2002-2003
submtted by the Executive Secretary,? the report on the Suppl enentary Fund and t he
Speci al Fund, 3 the report on the performance of the Convention’s trust funds in the
biennium 2000-2001, 4 the report on the performance of the trust fund for
supplementary activities in the biennium 20 00-2001, ° the report on the need for,
modalities for, costs involved in and feasibility of the regional coordination
units, ° and the rep ort on the status of contributions to the Convention’s trust
funds in the biennium 2000-2001, 7

Not i ng with appreciation the annual contribution of the host Government of
€ 511,291.88, equivalent to DM 1 million, which of fsets contributions from other

Parties to the Convention,

A. The core budget

1. Approves the core budget for the biennium 2002-2003, amounting to
US$ 15,325,200, for the purposes specified in table 1 below;

2. Adopt s the indicative scale of contributions for the years 2001, 2002
and 2003 as contained in the annex to this decision, based on the scale of
assessment adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations; 8
3. Reaf firns the financial rules of the Con ference of the Parties, its

subsidiary bodies and the Convention secretariat (decision 2/COP.1), in particular
paragraph 12 (a), which states that contributions made each year by Parties are on
the basis of an indicative scale adopted by consensus by the Conference of the
Parties, and paragraph 16, regarding the treatment of new Party contributions to
the Convention;

4, Deci des that the required contributions based on the indicative scale
of assessment should accompany any new budget proposal;

Deci si on 2/ COP. 1.
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5. Approves a staffing level of forty-three (43) for the secretariat and
fourteen (14) for the d obal Mechanism for 2002-2003, from the core budget, as
stated in table 2 bel ow

6. Approves a contingency budget for conference services, anounting to
US$ 5,583,000, to be added to the programme budget for the biennium 2002-2003 in
the event that the General Assenbly of the United Nations decides not to provide
resources for these activities in the United Nations regular budget for that
bi enni um as contained in table 3 bel ow,

7. Requests the General Assenbly of the United Nations to include, in the
cal endar of conferences and neetings for the biennium 2002-2003, the sessions of
t he Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodi es envi saged for that biennium

8. Notes the estimated additional cost of US$ 919,000 which will be
incurred in the event that the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties is
held in Bonn, and decides that, to the extent that offsetting voluntary
contributions for this purpose do not reach this amount, the balance wll be
i ncluded in the contingency budget for conference servicing as set out in table 3
bel ow,

9. Confirnms its authorization to the Executive Secretary to make transfers
bet ween each of the main appropriation lines 1 to 5 set out in table 1 below, up
to an aggregate Iimt of 15 per cent of the total estimated expenditure for those
appropriation lines, provided that a further limtation of up to mnus 25 per cent
of each such appropriation Iine shall apply;

10. Deci des to maintain the | evel of the working capital reserve at 8.3 per
cent of the estimted expenditure, including overhead charges, of the core budget;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue negotiations with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on the issue of an allotnment of overheads
for the financing of additional posts or activities in the adm nistrative area of
the secretariat, and to report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its sixth
sessi on;

12. Invites all Parties to the Convention to note that contributions to the
core budget are expected on or before 1 January of each year in accordance wth
paragraph 14 of the financial rules of the Convention, and to pay pronptly and in
full, for each of the years 2002 and 2003, the contributions required to finance
the expenditures approved under paragraph 1 above, as offset by the estinated
contribution noted under the third paragraph of the preanble to this decision, and
the contributions which may result fromthe decision referred to in paragraph 6
above;

13. Calls upon Parties that have not yet done so to pay as soon as possible
and in full the contributions required for the core budget of the Convention for
2001,

14. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Part i es atitssixthsessiononthe financial performance ofthe Convention’s funds,
and to submit a programme and budget for the biennium 2004-2005 for consideration
by the Parties;
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15. Al so requests the Executive Secretary, in the proposed programe and
budget for the biennium 2004-2005 and the performance reports for 2002-2003, to
i nclude detailed tables and narrative of the inplenented as well as the proposed
expenditures, and resource requirenents for each subsidiary body under the budget
line for substantive support to the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary
bodi es specified according to the actual Fund utilized, and to present a draft
i ndicative scale of assessnent;

16. Invites Parties to subnmit, by 31 July 2002, proposals and suggesti ons
to assist the secretariat in preparing financial reporting and budget proposals for

consi deration by the Conference of the Parties at its sixth session;

B. The Suppl enentary Fund and the Special Fund

17. Reiterates its appreciation to the Government of Germany for its
generous contribution of € 511,291.88, equivalent to DM 1 mllion, to the
secretariat for Convention events organi zed by the secretariat;

18. Takes not e of the funding estimates for the Suppl enmentary Fund specifi ed
by the Executive Secretary in docunent | CCDY COP(5)/2/Add. 2 (US$ 12,643,500 for the
bi enni um 2002- 2003 as specified in table 5 below) and invites Parties, as well as
Governnents of States not Parties, intergovernnental organizations, and non-
governnental organizations, to make contributions to this Fund, established under
paragraph 9 of the financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, in order to:

(a) Support the participation of representatives of non-governnental
organi zations from affected developing country Parties, particularly the |east
devel oped anong them in sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its
subsi diary bodies, as well as their participation in UNCCD regi onal conferences or
nmeeti ngs;

(b) Facilitate assistance to devel opi ng country Parties in accordance with
article 23, paragraph 2 (c), and article 26, paragraph 7, of the Convention, as well
as the relevant articles of the regional inplenentation annexes;

(c) Advance ot her appropriate purposes consistent with the objectives of
t he Conventi on;

19. Furt her takes note of the funding estimates for the Special Fund
specified by the Executive Secretary in that sane docunment (US$ 1,243,000) and for
participation in the CRIC (US$ 1,209, 100) for the bienni um 2002-2003 as specified
intable 6 below, and invites Parties, as well as Governnments of States not Parties,
i ntergovernnental organizations, and non-governnmental organizations, to make
contributions to this Fund, established under paragraph 10 of the financial rules
of the Conference of the Parties, in order to support the participation of
devel oping country Parties and in particular |east developed country Parties
af fected by desertification and/or drought, particularly those in Africa, in the
sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies;

20. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its sixth session on the status of the trust funds established under the
financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, and invites Parties to submt
proposal s and suggestions to assist the secretariat in the preparation of this
report.
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Table 1. Programme and budget for the bi enni um 2002-2003
(Thousands of US doll ars)
Pr ogr anmes 2002 2003 Tot a
(2002- 2003)
1. Executive Direction and Managenent 760.0 790.0 1,550.0
2. Subst anti ve support to t he Conference 1,245.3 1,044.3 2,289.6
of the Parties and its Subsidiary
Bodi es
3. Facilitation of Inplenmentation and 1,728. 4 1,758.1 3,486.5
Coor di nati on
4, External Relations and Public 510.0 520.0 1,030.0
I nf or mati on
5. Adm ni stration and Fi nance 1,193.0 1,193.0 2,386.0
6. G obal Mechani sm 1,737.3 1,787.3 3,524.6
Subt ot al 7,174.0 7,092.7 14, 266. 7
Over head charges 932. 6 922.1 1,854.7
Wirki ng capital reserves 112.8 0.0 112.8
Tot al 8,219.4 8,014.8 16, 234. 2
Less voluntary contribution fromthe Host 454. 5 454. 5 909.0
Cover nnent
Net required as indicative contributions 7,764.9 7,560. 3 15, 325.2
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Table 2. Staffing table for the bi ennium 2002-2003
UNCCD secretari at
A. Professional category and above 2002 2003
ASG 1 1
D1 2 2
P-5 9 10
P-4 9 8
P-3 5 5
S o 4 4.
Subtotal A 30 30
"B. General Service category 13 13
Subt otal (A+B) 43 43
G obal Mechani sm
C. Professional category and above
D2 1 1
D1 1 1
P-5 4 4
P- 4 1 1
P-3 2 2
N 2o o 0
Subtotal C 9 9
'D. General Service category 5 5
Subtotal (CtD) 14 14
Total staffing requirenents 57 57
Table 3. Estimate for contingency for conference services
(in the event that the General Assenbly decides not to
i nclude the sessions of the Conference of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies in its regular budget)
(Thousands of US doll ars)
Item of expenditure 2003
United Nations neeting services 4,562.0
Over head charges 593.1
Wor king capital reserve 427.9
Tot al 5,583.0
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Table 4. (Qperating costs of holding the sixth session
of the Conference of the Parties in Bonn
(Thousands of US doll ars)
Item of expenditure 2003
I ncremental costs 740.0
Cont i ngenci es 74.0
Subt ot al 814.0
Over head charges 105.0
Tot al 919.0
Table 5. Supplenentary Fund estinmated resource requirenent
(Thousands of US doll ars)
2002 2003 Tot al
Estimat ed resource requirenent 5,456.0 5,732.8 11,189.0
Over head charges 709. 3 745. 2 1,454.5
Tot al 6, 165.5 6,478.0 12,643.5
Table 6. Special Fund estinated resource requiremnment
(Thousands of US doll ars)
2002 2003 Tot al
Estimat ed resource requirenent 1,070.0 1,100.0 2,170.0
Over head charges 139.1 143.0 282.1
Tot al 1,209.1 1,243.0 2,452, 1
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Annex
| NDI CATI VE SCALE OF CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE CORE BUDGET OF THE CONVENTI ON
FOR THE BI ENNI UM 2002- 2003

I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e | Indicative

scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of
Parties to the UNCCD! assessnent s assessnents asfsoe;sszngeonsts

for 2001 for 2002 (%2

(%2 (%2
1. Af ghani st an* 0. 008 0. 007 0. 007 0. 009 0. 009
2. Al bani a 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003
3. Al geri a 0.073 0.071 0.070 0.070 0. 069
4. Angol a* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
5. Ant i gua and Bar buda 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
6. Argenti na 1.208 1.159 1.132 1.149 1.121
7. Armeni a 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
8. Australia 0. 000 1. 640 1.603 1.627 1.587
9. Austria 0. 995 0. 954 0.932 0. 947 0.924
10. Azerbaijan 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004
11. Bahanas 0.011 0. 012 0.011 0. 012 0. 012
12. Bahrain 0.019 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.018
13. Bangl adesh* 0.010 0.010 0.010 0. 010 0. 010
14. Bar bados 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009
15. Bel arus 0. 002 0. 019 0. 019 0. 019 0. 019
16. Bel gium 1.187 1.138 1.112 1.129 1.101
17. Belize 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
18. Beni n* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
19. Bolivia 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008
20. Bot swana 0.010 0.010 0.010 0. 010 0. 010
21. PBrazil 2.332 2.093 2.045 2.390 2.332
22. Bulgaria 0. 008 0.013 0. 008 0.013 0.013
23.  Burkina Faso* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
24.  Burundi * 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
25.  Canbodi a* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
26. Caneroon 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009 0. 009
27. Canada 2.690 2.579 2.520 2.558 2.496
28. Cape Verde* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
29. Central African 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
Republ i c*

30. Chad* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
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I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e | Indicative
scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of

Parties to the UNCCD assessnent s assessnent s assessnents
for 2001 for 2002 for 2003

(%2 (%2 (%2

31. Chile 0. 207 0.187 0.182 0. 212 0. 207

32. China 1.611 1. 545 1.509 1.532 1.495

33. Col onbia 0. 195 0.171 0. 167 0. 201 0. 196

34. Conoros* 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001

35. Cook Islands 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001

36. Congo 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001

37. Costa Rica 0. 021 0. 020 0. 020 0. 020 0. 020

38. Cote d'lvoire 0.009 0}009 0.009 0.009 0,009

39. Croatia 0.000 0.039 0.038 0.p39 0.038

40. Cuba 0.031 0.030 0.029 0.030 0.029

41. Cyprus 0.000 0.038 0.037 d.038 0.037

42. Czech Republic 0.000 0.172 0.168 0.203 0.198

43.  Democratic Republic 0.010 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.004

of the Congo

44. Denmark 0.787 0.755 0.738 D.749 0.731

45. Djibouti* 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 .001

46. Dominica 0.001 0.001 0.001 0[001 0.001

47. Dominican Republic 0.024 0.023 0.023 0.023 1023

48. Ecuador 0.026 0.025 0.025 0.025 0.025

49. Egypt 0.084 0.081 0.079 g.o81 0.080

50. El Salvador 0.019 0.018 0.018 0.018 D.018

51. Equatorial Guinea* 0.001 0,001 0.001 0.001 0.001

52. Eritrea* 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.0p1 0.001

53. Ethiopia* 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.0p4 0.004

54. European Community 2.500 2.500 2.500 2.500 2.500

55. Fiji 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.004

56. Finland 0.549 0.526 0.514 0.p22 0.509

57. France 6.796 6.516 6.366 6.466 6.310

58. Gabon 0.015 0.014 0.014 0.014 0.014

59. Gambia* 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001

60. Georgia 0.005 0.005 0.005 0{005 0.005

61. Germany 10.268 9.845 9.618 D.769 9.533

62. Ghana 0.005 0.005 0.005 0.005 0.005

63. Greece 0.567 0.543 0.531 0.539 0.526
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I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e | Indicative
scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of
Parties to the UNCCD assessnent s assessnment s assessnent s
for 2001 for 2002 for 2003
(%2 (%2 (%2
64. G enada 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
65. Guatenal a 0.028 0. 027 0. 026 0. 027 0. 027
66. Qui nea* 0.003 0.003 0.003 0. 003 0. 003
67. Qui nea- Bi ssau* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
68. CQuyana 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
69. Haiti* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
70. Honduras 0. 005 0. 004 0. 004 0. 005 0. 005
71. Hungary 0.126 0.121 0.119 0.120 0.117
72. lceland 0.034 0. 033 0. 032 0. 033 0. 032
73. India 0. 358 0. 344 0. 336 0. 341 0.333
74. Indonesia 0.210 0. 201 0. 196 0. 200 0. 195
75. lran (Islanmc 0. 265 0. 236 0. 230 0.272 0. 265
Republ i c of)
76. Ireland 0. 309 0. 297 0.290 0.294 0. 287
77. lsrael 0. 436 0.418 0.408 0.415 0. 405
78. lItaly 5.324 5.104 4.986 5.0648 4.942
79. Janmica 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004
80. Japan 20. 515 19. 669 19. 216 19. 5158 19. 044
81. Jordan 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008
82. Kazakhstan 0. 030 0. 029 0.028 0.028 0. 027
83. Kenya 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008
84. Kiribati* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
85. Kuwait 0. 154 0. 148 0. 144 0. 147 0. 143
86. Kyrgyzstan 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
87. Lao People’s 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001
Democratic Republic
88. Lebanon 0.013 0.012 0.012 0.012 0.012
89. Lesotho* 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001
90. Liberia* 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.0p1 0.001
91. Libyan Arab 0.070 0.067 0.066 0.067 0.066
Jamabhiriya
92. Liechtenstein 0.000 0.006 0.006 0.006 01006
93. Luxembourg 0.083 0.080 0.078 d.080 0.079
94. Madagascar* 0.003 0.003 0.003 0J003 0.003
95. Malawi* 0.002 0.002 0.002 0Jo02 0.002
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I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e | Indicative

scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of
Parties to the UNCCD assessnent s assessnment s assessnent s

for 2001 for 2002 for 2003

(%2 (%2 (%2
96. Ml aysia 0.248 0. 237 0.231 0.235 0.230
97. Mali* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
98. Malta 0. 016 0. 015 0. 015 0. 015 0. 015
99. Marshal |slands 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
100. Mauritani a* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
101. Mauritius 0.011 0.011 0.011 0.011 0.011
102. Mexico 1.142 1. 095 1. 070 1. 086 1. 060
103. Mcronesia (Federated 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
Sates of)

104. Monaco 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004
105. Mongolia 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
106. Morocco 0. 047 0. 045 0. 044 0. 044 0.043
107. Mozanbi que* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
108. Myanmar* 0. 010 0. 010 0. 010 0. 010 0. 010
109. Nami bi a 0. 007 0. 007 0. 007 0. 007 0. 007
110. Nauru 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
111. Nepal * 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004
112. Net herl ands 1.827 1.751 1.711 1.738 1.696
113. New Zeal and 0. 000 0.243 0. 237 0. 241 0. 236
114. Nicaragua 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
115. Niger* 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
116. Nigeria 0. 065 0. 056 0. 055 0. 068 0. 067
117. N ue 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
118. Norway 0.679 0. 652 0. 637 0. 646 0. 630
119. Oman 0. 065 0. 062 0. 061 0. 061 0. 060
120. Paki stan 0. 064 0. 061 0. 060 0. 061 0. 060
121. Pal au 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
122. Pananm 0. 019 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.018
123. Papua New Cui nea 0. 005 0. 006 0. 005 0. 006 0. 006
124. Par aguay 0.017 0.016 0.016 0.016 0.016
125. Peru 0.124 0.119 0.117 0.118 0. 115
126. Phili ppi nes 0.079 0. 101 0. 099 0. 100 0. 097
127. Portugal 0. 486 0. 466 0. 455 0. 462 0. 451
128. Qatar 0. 035 0.034 0. 033 0.034 0. 033
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I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e | Indicative
scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of
Parties to the UNCCD assessnent s assessnment s assessnent s
for 2001 for 2002 for 2003
(%2 (%2 (%2
129. Republic of Korea 1. 806 1. 866 1.823 1.851 1. 806
130. Republic of Ml dova 0. 010 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
131. Ronmni a 0. 061 0. 059 0. 058 0. 058 0. 057
132. Rwanda* 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
133. Saint Kitts and 0. 001 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
Nevi s
134. Saint Lucia 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
135. Saint Vincent and 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
t he G enadi nes
136. Sanpa* 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
137. San Marino 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
138. Sao Tone and 0. 001 0.001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
Princi pe*
139. Saudi Arabia 0.583 0. 559 0. 546 0. 554 0. 541
140. Senegal 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005
141. Seychel l es 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
142. Sierra Leone* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
143. Si ngapore 0.413 0. 396 0. 386 0.393 0. 384
144. Sl ovenia 0. 021 0. 081 0. 020 0. 081 0. 080
145. Sol ormon | sl ands* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
146. South Africa 0.428 0.411 0. 401 0.408 0. 399
147. Spain 2. 649 2.539 2.480 2.519 2.458
148. Sri Lanka 0.017 0. 016 0. 016 0. 016 0. 016
149. Sudan* 0. 006 0. 006 0. 006 0. 006 0. 006
150. Suri nane 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
151. Swazil and 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
152. Sweden 1. 080 1. 035 1.011 1.027 1. 002
153. Switzerl and 1.332 1.274 1. 245 1.274 1.243
154. Syrian Arab 0. 084 0. 081 0.079 0. 080 0.079
Republic
155. Taji ki stan 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
156. Thail and 0.125 0. 254 0. 145 0. 294 0. 287
157. Togo* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
158. Tonga 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
159. Trinidad and Tobago 0. 000 0. 016 0. 016 0.016 0.016
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I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative UN scal e I ndi cative
scal e of 2002 (% scal e of 2003 (% scal e of
Parties to the UNCCD assessnents assessnents assessnents
for 2001 for 2002 for 2003
(2 (%2 (%2

160. Tunisia 0. 032 0. 031 0. 030 0. 030 0. 029
161. Turkey 0. 463 0. 444 0.434 0. 440 0. 429
162. Tur kneni st an 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003 0. 003
163. Tuval u* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
164. Uganda* 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005 0. 005
165. lhited Arab Emrates 0.214 0. 204 0. 199 0. 202 0. 197
166. United Ki ngdom of 5.819 5.579 5. 450 5.536 5.402

Great Britain

and Northern

I rel and
167. United Republic 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004

of Tanzani a*
168. United States of 19. 161 22. 000 22. 000 22. 000 22. 000

Aneri ca
169. Uruguay 0.078 0. 081 0.079 0. 080 0.079
170. Uzbeki st an 0.011 0.011 0.011 0.011 0.011
171. Vanuat u* 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001 0. 001
172. Venezuel a 0. 220 0. 210 0. 205 0. 208 0. 203
173. Viet Nam 0.016 0. 013 0. 013 0. 016 0. 016
174. Yenen* 0. 010 0. 007 0. 007 0. 006 0. 006
175. Zanbi a* 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002
176. Zi nbabwe 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008 0. 008
Total from Parties 100. 000 101. 943 100. 000 101. 850 100. 000

Foot not es:

1/ Actual Parties include States and regi onal econom c i ntegration organi zati ons
which are Parties to the Convention as at 30 Septenber 2001.

2/ In accordance with paragraph 12 (a) of the financial rules, the indicative
scale is based on the United Nations scale of assessnents as contained in
Ceneral Assenbly resolution A/RES/55/5 B-F of 23 Decenber 2000.

*/ Least devel oped countri es.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 5/ COP. 5

Programme of work of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,
Recal I ing article 22 of the Conventi on,

Recal ling also its decisions 9/COP.1, 2/COP.2 and 4/COP.3 on its
programe of work, 11/COP.1 on procedures for the communication of information and
revi ew of inplenentation, 9/COP.3 on the revi ew of policies, operational nodalities
and activities of the dobal Mechanism as well as its decision 1/COP. 5,

1. Decides to include the following itens in the agenda of its sixth
session and, if necessary, its seventh session:

(a) Adoption of the programre and budget for the bi enni um 2004-2005;

(b) Review of the inplenmentation of the Convention and of its
institutional arrangenents, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2 (a) and (b), and
article 26 of the Convention:

(i) Consi deration of the report of the Cormittee for the Review
of the Inplenentation of the Conventi on,

(ii) Consideration of some specific concl usi ons and
recomendations made by the Conmittee on Science and
Technol ogy and the d obal Mechanism related to affected
country Parties’ experiences and constraints in the
implementation of action programmes;

(c) Review, pursuantto article 22, paragraph 2(d) of the Convention,
of the report of the Committee on Science and Technology, including its
recommendations to the Conf erence of the Parties, its programme of work, and the
provision of guidance to it;

(d)  Global Mechanism:

() Review, pursuant to article 21, parag raph 5 (d), of the
report of the Global Mechanism on its activities, and the
provision of guidance to it;

(i) Review of policies, operational modalities and activities
of the Global Mechanism;

(e) Review of av ailable information regarding the fin ancing of
Convention implementation by multilateral agencies and institutions, including
information on the activities of the Global Environment Facility concerning
desertification that relate to its four focal areas, as specif ied in article 20,
paragraph 2(b) of the Convention;

(H Review of activities for the promotion and strengt  hening of
relationships with other conventions in accordance with article 8 and article 22,
paragraph 2 (i) of the Convention;

(g) Consideration of the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) relevant to the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification;
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(h) Consi deration of outstanding itens:
(i) Consi deration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure;

(ii) Consideration of procedures and institutional mechanisnms
for the resolution of questions of inplenmentation, in
accordance with article 27 of the Convention, with a view
to deciding howto take this matter forward,

(iii) Consideration of annexes containing arbitration and
conciliation procedures, in accordance with article 28,
par agraphs 2(a) and 6, of the Convention

(i) Open di al ogue with non-governnental organizations;

(j) Interactive dial ogue session during the special segment;

2. Requests the secretariat to circulate in all official |anguages
at least three nonths prior to the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties

a provisional annotated agenda and appropriate docunentation for that session,
reflecting the decisions contained in paragraph 1 above.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 6/ COP. 5

Consi deration of the regional coordination units initiative

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of regional approaches and coordination in the
i mpl erent ati on of the Convention, and the value of efforts at the regional |evel
currently identified as the “regional coordination units” initiative,

Not i ng that this effort has not been considered by the Conference of the
Parties,

1. Deci des toinclude on the agenda of the sixth session of the Conference
of the Parties an item on the need for, modalit ies for, costs involved, and
feasibility and possible terms of reference of the regional coordination units;

2. Deci des al so that until this item is considered by the Conference of
the Parties, funding for this initiative shall continue to be drawn from the
Supplementary Fund;

3. I nvi t es developed countries and multilateral agencies to contribute on
a voluntary basis to the Supp lementary Fund for the regional coordination units
initiative;

4, Request s the secretariatto prepare abackground documentto facilitate

consideration of this agenda item.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 7/ COP. 5

Pronoti on and strengthening of relationships with other
rel evant conventions and rel evant international
organi zations, institutions and agenci es

The Conference of the Parti es,

Noting decision 21/21 of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronment Programme (UNEP) to establish an Open-ended | ntergovernnental G oup of
M nisters on International Environnmental Governance,

Recal I i ng decision 17/COP.3 on collaboration with other conventions and
i nternational bodies,

Taking note of the ongoing work in inproving cooperation between the
conventi ons,

Recogni zi ng that synergi es anong scientific and technol ogi cal bodies are of
fundanment al inportance,

1. Acknowf edges the work done by the secretariat as outlined in
| CCDY COP(5)/ 6;
2. el cones t he ongoi ng work by the Open-ended | ntergovernnental G oup of

M nisters on International Environnental Governance;

3. Encour ages the Executive Secretary to be involved in the International
Envi ronment al Gover nance process;

4, Requests the Conmittee on Science and Technology (CST) to include
consi deration of land/soil degradation, and its |inkages to other environmental
conventions, in its programe of work;

5. Requests the CST to enhance cooperation with the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice of the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity (CBD) and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technol ogi cal Advi ce of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Oimte Change (UNFCCC), and to report
to the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties on such cooperation;

6. Encourages international organizations, institutions and agencies to
pronote synergies in their nobilization of resources in support of the objectives
of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD);

7. Encour ages Parties to shareinfornati on, experi ences and reconmendati ons
on synergies with other rel evant conventions and to report to the sixth session of
the Conference of the Parties as appropriate;

8. Invites the secretariat to present a report to the sixth session of the
Conference of the Parties on its activities relating to enhanced coll aboration
bet ween the UNCCD, the CBD, the UNFCCC, the Ranmsar Convention and the Convention
on Mgratory Species.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 8/ COP. 5

Wrld Summit on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

The Conference of the Parties,

Convi nced that the World Sunmit on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent (WSSD) shoul d be
an excel l ent opportunity to nobilize nore political will and resources to pronote
the inplementation of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
(UNCCD) ,

Deepl y concerned that, despite many successful and continuing efforts of the
i nternational community since the entry into force of the Convention and the fact
that some progress has been nade, desertification worldw de is worsening,

Recal I i ng General Assenbly Resolution 55/199 on the ten-year review of
progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent which invited, inter alia, conventions
related to the conference to participate fully in the ten-year review of progress
achieved in the inplenentati on of Agenda 21,

Recalling also that Chapter 12 of Agenda 21 identified conbating
desertification as one of the strategic tasks in the field of environnment and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

1. Decides to subnmit tothe Wrld Summit on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent t hr ough
t he Chairmanofthe Preparatory Committee, forconsideration, the Chairman’s summary
ofthe Ministerialand High-LevelInteractive Dialogue sessions of the fifth session
ofthe Conference ofthe Partiestothe UNCCD on “Addressing the poverty-environment
nexus through timely and effective implementation of the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification” which is annexed to the report of the Conference of the
Parties and reproduced below;

2. I nvi t es the Executive Secretary to submit to the WSSD through the
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, for consideration, decision 3/COP.5 on the
Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group for the in-depth review and analysis of reports
submitted at the third and fourth sessions of the Conference of the Parties, and
in particular the conclusions and recommendations of the Ad Hoc Work ing Group
annexed thereto;

3. Request s the Executive Secretary to continue to participate actively
in the preparatory process for the WSSD, and in the Summit itself, with a view to
ensuringthatthe UNCCD goals and objectives, particularly those relating to poverty
eradication and sustainable development, are duly reflected in its outcome, and to
report to the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties accordingly;

4, I nvi t esthe WSSDtotake into accountinthe course ofits deliberations
the challenges of and opportunities in combating desertification, controlling land
degradation and mitigating the effects of drought in affected countries, including
thoserelatingtofinancial resources, with aviewto renewing political commitments
and achieving sustainable development, taking into consideration the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities;

5. Encour ages Governments to involve UNCCD national focal points in the WSSD
process, and non-governmental organizations to participate in that process, and
invites developed countries to provide support to that end through appropriate
channels.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Annex
PRESIDENT'S SUMMARY

MINISTERIAL AND HIGH-LEVEL INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE SESSIONS
Monday and Tuesday, 8-9 October 2001

Introduction

Two Hi gh-Level Open Dial ogue sessions were held during the fifth Conference
of the Parties of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD).
One was an informal neeting at Mnisterial |level, the other, an open dial ogue for
al | high-level representatives w ithin the formal sessions of the Conference’s
special segment. The intention of these meetings was to encourage the involvement
of high-level participants in order to elicit critical ideas and active dialogue,
and to ensure that these high-level representatives had an opportunity to voice
their concerns aboutthe drylands at this last meeting of the COP prior to the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in September 2002.

As an innovative experiment, these meetings were a success and many Parties
have since expressedtheir satisfaction with the process; the Open Dialogue sessions
of the special segment saw active engagement by some 40-50 speakers in frank
discussion about critical issues facing the drylands. Parties may therefore wish
to explore with the secretariat options for future sessions of this nature, perhaps
even further refining and targeting the discussions in order to explore and advance
specific agreed issues.

Participants are thankedfortheir contributionstothis exchange;itishoped
that the following synthesis of the debate captures the key issues and themes which
arose, and challenges all to continue this discussion in the various forums inwhich
they will engage in the processes leading up to Johannesburg.

Cont ext

Participants were cha llenged to identify what they believe to be the key
issuesinaddressing the relationship between desertification, or land degradation,
and poverty. They were asked to share their experiences on best practice — what
works and what does not, to highlightthe majorimpediments to progress, to indicate
what they consider to be the priority actions that could be taken by affected
country governments, donor organizations and countries, and affected populations,
and to explore the potential contribution that can be made by the UNCCD as an
instrument for poverty reduction, espec ially by capitalizing on the synergism

amongst the multilateral environmental agreements.
Di scussi on: Overarching Chall enges that emerged

It was confirmed by all that desertification is linked to poverty. Our
unders tanding of desertification has evolved from a focus on the bio-physical
aspectsthatleadtoland degradation to amore comprehensive perspective which sees
desertification to be clearly a developmental as well as an environmental issue.
Inidentifying concrete actions for addressing desertification, participantsinthe
discussionemphasizedthe needfor actors to take into account the underlying socio-
economic causes and constraints that create the conditions of poverty.

It was argued that desertification is both a primary cause and a consequence
inthe environment/poverty nexus. Losses of soils and water resources push marginal
populations into a vicious spiral of increasing demands on scarcer natural
resources; efforts to combat desertification should be targeted at breaking this
cycle. They must be inter-orga nizatio nal and multi-sectoral; building UNCCD
objectives into poverty-reduction strategies would help in this regard. And
finally, actions must achieve economies of scale and must provide return on
investment.
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Partnership is of key inportance, between donors and devel opi ng countri es,
anmongst donors, and with groups in civil society.

It was noted that at the national |evel the kind of cooperative, nulti-
sectoral approach which is required in order to address the desertification/poverty
nexus with real results is at present areal challenge to the capacities of national
governnents. One idea which was debated was the possible need to strengthen the
advocacy roleandpolitical profile of Ministries of the Environmentwithin Parties’
respective governments. It was also arg ued, on the other hand, that the problem
was not so much a question of Ministerial weight, but rather one of constraints in
the overall machinery of development. For example, the management and articulation
of planni ng instruments for development, as negotiated by donor countries in
partnership with recipient governments, tend to concentrate too much on the social
sectors. The focus is poverty reduction, while relevant related issues such as the
environment, which also require attention, are sometimesignored. There is clearly
a role for both donors and affected developing countries in seeking ways to raise
the importance of the environment on the development agenda.

The generation of income was also seen as of prime importance in addressing
the poverty-desertification-poverty cycle. It was argued that the promotion of
alternative livelihoods could deliver results under the twin objectives of reducing
poverty and combating desertification. In the context of rural agricultural
economies, agricultural prod uction and livelihood are closely entwined, and this
relates to problems of food security, markets, agricultural trade and the overall
macro-economic policy context. For example, policy decisions to centralize land
holdings  and invest in monoculture for export crops can result in increased land

degradation, unstable pricing and declining livelihoods. Related environ mental
concerns, inclu ding chemical residue from inappropriate pesticide and fertilizer
use only serve to exacerbate the problem.

Even when sustainable investments in agri cultu ral production can be
underta ken, they are unlikely to be successful if the basic infrastructure and
enabling environment are not in place. Participa nts mentioned a variety of

constraints including low market competitiveness, limited access to credit and
investment and poor infrastructure, particularly roads to markets, access to water,

or alternative energy supplies (to fuel wood). Provision of these are costly and
long-term commitments.

In this regard, several participants raised the need for adequate financial
assistance to be provided to affected developing countries to enable them to carry
outthe necessarywork. Furthermore, supportfor capacity-buildingandthe transfer
of technology, both North-South and South-South, was a major requirement.

Another issue which featured prominently in many of the interventions during
the spe cial segment was the matter of land tenure and entitlement to productive
resources. Many delegates shared their experience and knowledge of this subject.
Suggestions were made ranging from advocating modern privatized land use systems
through to the benefits of more traditional, community ownership practices. While
no single system was identified as superior, it was clear from the discussion that

this  was a topic of great interest and one upon which the special s egment was
interested in engaging. The Convention may wish to explore this issue in greater
detail.

While there was no consensus on this matter, it was clear that the topic of
access and rights to land and secure livelihood is at the heart of the problem.
Without the appropriate syst ems in place, affected people have no option but to
migr ate in times of distress and/or to resort to unsustainable agricultural
practices. Unfortunately, as one participant noted, population movement to urban
centres is not a solution and only serves to degrade peri-urban centres while
contributing to urban poverty.
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Popul ation pressure in both the rural and urban contexts was an underlying
i ssue which surfaced during the discussion. An interesting perspective was
presented by one partici pant who noted that the real problemis not so nuch one of
t he nunbers of people, but rather the nature of the inpact they make. The concern
t her ef or e mustbe more onwhatthese populations are doing, or not doing, vis-a-vis
sustainable land use and management. Behaviour seems key.

In keeping with this conclusion, many participants indicated that solutions
can be found only if we direct action to assisting the poor. However, these “pro-
poor” solutions cannot be imposed. Nor is it a question of processes -
consultation, participation, and so on - but rather one of empowerment. Giving
affected people the means and autonomy to initiate, implement and take
responsibility for their own processes of change; this is particularly true in the
case of the most vulnerable groups of affected people. Further, the role of women
was highlighted within the context of empowerment, and emphas ized as a priority
for attention, given the r ole that women play. Closely related to this call for
empowerment are the notions of democratization and decentralization. Speakers
identified trends which they were observing towards the increased participation of
civil society, particularly non-governmental organizations (NGOs), community-based
organizations (CBOs) and cooperatives, and the diffusion of decision-making and
financial decision-making to affected local areas.

Also crucial to the discussion on behavioural change was the emphasis placed
by various speakers on improving education and training. A broad spectrum of these
kinds of needswas described, ranging fromenvironmental education at primary school
level, through capacity-building at the grassroots level, extension and vocational
training in land and water use and enhanced scientific research capacity and
application, to training for national decision -makers, training in economic
valuation (in terms of economic assessment of deser tifi ~ cation impacts), training
of experts in dispute settlement, and even training for negotiators.

In terms of programme activity, it was observed that the very nature of

interventions are changing as there is an i ncreasing shift from a project to a
programme means of delivery. Various contri  butors described their successful
programmes, many of which featured ecosystem or watershed approaches (for example
at the  catchment level), transboundary actions, and so on. Others reflec ted on
specific programme linkages which they have been trying to strengthen between
desertification and climate change and/or biological diversity.

This notion of harmonization of multilateral envir onmental agreements and
their effective inclusion into poverty reduction strategies was a recurrent theme
during discussions. Unfortunately, many participants reflected that structu ring
ofenvironmentalissuesthroughinternational conventionshasledtothe development
of separate instruments, with di  stinct but parallel processes for engagement.

Consequently, much work needs to be done to harness the synergies between the
Conventions.

The need for policy coherence was also underlined. Again the nature of
discussion during t his spe cial segment varied greatly. Some countries argued
forcefully that what was needed was effective developing country leadership, while
others pointed out that the donor community must recognize that their policy
pressures  and shorter-term planning cycles do not necessarily contribute to the
longed-for integration. Rather there was recognition that donors must explore ways
in which to en gage in  long-term partnership approaches, working with developing
countries toward coordination and policy coherence.

Andyetthereisadanger, asanother speaker noted, of overloading the policy
agenda. The desire to be coherent and integrative may be immobilizing us
completely. Perhaps the strongest message which was heard at the High-Level
discussion was the need for action now.
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Avenues towards further progress

The followi ng are sone key points fromthe di scussion, which the COP may be
interested in pursuing through further discussion:

Poverty and desertification are inextricably linked.

The reduction of poverty should be the overriding strategy that drives
individual policy frameworks.

UNCCD objectives should be built into poverty reduction strategies.

The provision of adequate financing and support for technology transfer
and capacity-building is essential.

Simple, practical indicators, such as the amount of forest lost, land
degraded or water available will help us to measure both our progress
in the drylands and our overall success in addressing poverty.

Policy coherence at all levels must be achieved on the basis of genuine
partnership and consensus. Productive partnerships are the key to
success.

Priority must be given to triggering resource and income generation for
local populations.

Model or pilot projects could be used to illustrate lessons learnt and
best practices for sustainable livelihood systems in the drylands.

Effective use and deployment of existing resources implies bringing
multilateral environment agreements into the mainstream of poverty
reduction strategies.

Donors should work with developing co untries to support policy
coherence with a view to assisting countries to incorporate the
Convention into their strategic development frameworks.

Work must be done to encourage the creation and/or strengthening of the
necessary enabling environments (infrastructure, legal, institutional,
etc.) which are preconditions to the effective implementation of this
Convention.

Environmental education is fundamental; this is in addition to broader
needs relating to education, training, and capacity-building which
require further support.

Social and communal processes must be fostered through investments for
equitable resource allocation, notably with regard to water.

Local populations mustbe empowered to become capable of creating their
own sustainable development.

The role of civil society ( NGOs, CBOs, cooperatives, etc.) as a key
ally of government in the development process must be recognized and
supported.
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Deci si on 9/ COP. 5

Col | aboration with the dobal Environnent Facility

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 21 of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification (UNCCD), which establishes inter aliathat“The Conference of the
Parties shall promote the availability of financial mechanisms and shall encourage
such mechanisms to seek to maximize the availability of funding for affected
developing countries, particularly those in Africa, to implement the Convention”,

Bei ng awar e that adequate and predictable financ ial  resources are required
in pursuit of the implementation of the Convention and the full and effective
achievement of its objectives,

Not i ng the report of the Executive Secretary on the follow-up to the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Council decisions made in response to decision 9/COP.4
on collaboration with the GEF,

1. el cones the decision taken by the GEF Council at its May 2001 session
to pursue the designation of land degradation (desertification and deforestation)
as a GEF focal area as a means of enhancing GEF support for the  successful
implementation of the UNCCD;

2. Encour ages the GEF Council to take the necessary next steps in pursuit
of designating land degradation (desertification and deforestation) as a GEF focal
area;
3. Request s the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the Managing Director

of the Global Mechanism to continue to cooperate actively in the GEF secretariat's
work on modalities for designating land degradation as a focal area;

4. Encour ages further meetings of the Third Replenishment of the GEF to
consider the need for new and additional financial resources, in the context of the
Third Replenishment, to assist in achieving the objectives of the UNCCD;

5. Fur t her encour agesthe GEFatitsforthcomingmeetingson replenishment,
in the light of the possible designation by the GEF Assembly of land degradation
(desertification and deforestation) as a new focal area of the GEF, to consider the
needs arising from such designation.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 10/ COP. 5

Revi ew and i npl enentation of scientific and technol ogi cal
aspects of national reports

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recal I'i ng deci sion 10/ COP. 4,

Taki ng note of decisions 11/COP.1, 6/COP.3 and 10/COP.4 to establish an ad
hoc working group to review and anal yse national reports subnmitted by Parties,

Recal I i ng t he report and reconmendati ons of the Ad Hoc Wor ki ng G oup cont ai ned
in | CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWY 6,

Taki ng not e al so of the concern expressed by representatives of the Cormttee
on Sci ence and Technology at its fourth session regarding the |ack of information
on scientific and technol ogi cal matters, particularly on benchmarks and i ndi cators,
contained in the national reports submtted by the Parti es,

Requests the secretariat toinclude in the next edition of the Hel p Cuide the
revisions to | CCDY COP(5)/ CST/5 as proposed by the representatives to the Conmttee
on Science and Technology at its fifth session.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 11/ COP. 5

Benchnar ks and i ndi cators

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recal ling its decisions 22/COP.1, 16/COP.2, 11/COP.3, and 11/ CCP. 4,

Noting with appreciation the work undertaken by the Pernmanent Inter-State
Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) and the Sahara and Sahel
(bservatory (OSS) on their initiative on the developnment of benchmarks and
i ndicators, as well as their reports contained in | CCDY COP(5)/ CST/ 7,

1. Encourages the CILSS and 0SS, the countries of the GRULAC region and
other interested organizations, including non-governnental organizations, to
continue their initiative on the devel opnent of benchmarks and indicators for the
i npl enent ati on of the Conventi on;

2. Encourages the Parties to devel op and test appropriate benchmarks and
indicators, in particular those which target the local |evel and the invol venent
of civil society, and to report on the results to the Conmittee on Science and
Technol ogy at its next session;

3. Invites the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification and the dobal Mechanism to take the necessary nmeasures to
facilitate South-South exchanges on benchmarks and indicators, including the
strengt heni ng of capacities;

4, Invites the Parties to contribute technically and financially to the
initiatives undertaken by devel opi ng country Parties to devel op and test appropriate
benchmarks and indicators, including activities for training and capacity

devel opnent .

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 12/ COP. 5

Tradi ti onal know edge

The Conference of the Parti es,

Considering the reports! and recommendations of the two ad hoc panels on
traditional know edge,

Recal I ing its decision 12/ COP.4 on traditional know edge,

Taking note that the Italian Governnent is in the process of establishing an
i nternational research centre on traditional know edge at Matera, ltaly,

Al'so taking note with appreciation of the proposal 2 presented by the Italian
Governnent on its work on traditional know edge,

1. Encourages the Italian Governnent to revise its proposal, taking into
account the coments and observations presented by the nenbers of the Comrmittee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy (CST) at the fifth session of the CST;

2. Invites the Italian CGovernnment to continue its work on traditional
know edge undertaken in collaboration with the other interested institutions;

3. Requests the Parties, international organizations and institutions
dealing with traditional know edge, and the dobal Mechanism to explore a
partnership agreenment to establish a network on traditional know edge as proposed
by the Government of Italy.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001

1 | CCD/ COP(3)/ CST/ 3 and | CCDY COP( 4) / CST/ 2.
2 | CCDI COP(5) / CST/ 2.
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Deci sion 13/ COP.5

Survey and eval uation of existing networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 25 of +the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification (UNCCD),

Recal ling al so its decisions 23/COP.1, 17/COP.2, 13/COP.3 and 17/ COP. 4,

Bearing in mnd the usefulness of this survey and evaluation for the
i mpl ement ati on of the Conventi on,

Recogni zing the efforts nade by the United Nations Environment Progranme
(UNEP) and nenbers of its consortiumin this respect,

Havi ng revi ewed the positive results of the Desk eval uation report of Phase
1 of the survey and eval uati on of existing networks to support the inplenentation
of the UNCCD,

Taki ng note of the lack of financial support for the proposal for Phase 2 as
contai ned in | CCDY COP(4)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1,

Taki ng i nto consideration the request nmade by the Bureau of the Conmittee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy (CST) to UNEP on behalf of its consortiummenbers, to subnit
a revised proposal on Phase 2 for consideration by the CST at its fifth session,

1. Accepts the revised proposal put forward by UNEP on behalf of its
consortium nmenbers, as contained in | CCO COP(5)/CST/ 3;

2. Requests the secretariat to enter into the necessary contractual
arrangenents with UNEP for the inplenentation of Phase 2 of the survey and
eval uation of existing networks, institutions, agenci es and bodi es, as soon as the
necessary fundi ng arrangenents have been nade;

3. Requests UNEP on behalf of its consortium nmenbers to subnmt to the
secretariat an interimprogress report for presentation to the CST Bureau at its
i nter-sessional neeting, and submit a report to the Conference of the Parties at
its sixth session;

4, Requests Parties, signatories to the Convention and interested
organi zations to contribute to the Trust Fund established for the purpose of funding
the work contenpl ated by this decision.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 14/ COP.5

Early warni ng systens

The Conference of the Parti es,

Considering the reports and recommendations of the ad hoc panels on early
warni ng systens! as well as the reconmendati ons of the Bureau of the Committee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy?,

Recal I i ng decision 14/ COP.4 to reappoint an ad hoc panel on early warning
syst ens,

1. Requests the secretariat to seek the necessary resources to publish and
distribute in a suitable form as widely as possible, the report together with the
background papers subnmitted to the reappointed ad hoc panel on early warning
syst ens;

2. Invites the Parties, according to their financial and technica
capacities, to carry out pilot studies on early warning systens utilizing the
recomendati ons of the ad hoc panel, and to report on progress to the CST at an
appropriate session;

3. Encourages Parties and i nternational organi zati ons to provi de technica
and financial support to devel oping country Parties wi shing to carry out such pil ot
studies on early warni ng systens.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001

1 | CCDI COP(4)/ CST/ 4 and | CCD/ COP(5) / CST/ 4.
2 | COD/ COP(5)/ | NF. 6.
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Deci si on 15/ COP. 5

Rost er of independent experts

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng article 24, paragraph 2, of the United Nati ons Convention to Conbat
Desertification,

Having reviewed the revised roster of independent experts prepared by the
secretariat in accordance with decision 15/ COP.4, on subm ssions received from
Parties through di plomatic channel s,

Having reviewed al so the report! prepared by the secretariat for the fifth
session of the Conference of the Parties,

Recal i ng the inportant rol e played by comunity-based organi zati ons and non-
governnental organizations in the inplenmentation of the Convention,

Noting the efforts nade by the secretariat to ensure that the roster is
available in electronic form as well as through the regul ar channels of the United
Nati ons system

Not i ng al so the reconmendati ons of the Bureau of the Conmittee on Sci ence and
Technol ogy on this subject,

1. Encourages the Parties using the appropriate nmechani snms, such as, for
exanpl e, focal points, to include in their subm ssions experts fromcommunity-based
organi zati ons and non-governmental organizations in the roster of independent
experts;

2. Invites Parties to supplenment their subnissions to the secretariat for
inclusion in the roster wusing the format contained in annex 2 of
| CCDY COP(5)/5/Add. 1, with the aimin particular of:

(a) Maki ng the roster nore balanced in terns of gender;
(b) Ensuring better representation of all relevant disciplines;
(c) I ncl udi ng expertise fromcivil society;

3. Invites Parties that have not yet subnitted nom nations of experts for
the roster to do so, including full postal and e-nail addresses, via regular
di pl omati c channels, six nonths before the next session of the Conference of the
Parti es;

4, Further invites Parties to report to the secretariat on the use that
they have nmade of the roster, six nonths before the next session of the Conference
of the Parties;

5. Requests the secretariat to ensure that an updated roster of experts
is nmade available in electronic form as appropriate;

6. Al so requests the secretariat to distribute a hard copy of the roster
to Parties before the next session of the Conference of the Parties.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001

1 | cCDi COP(5)/ 5/ Add. 1
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Deci sion 16/ COP. 5

Programme of work of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal | i ng deci si on 11/ COP. 1 on procedures for the communi cati on of information
and review of inplenmentation, and in particular paragraph 18 of the procedures
annexed to that decision, which concerns the review process,

Recal i ng al so deci sions 16/ COP.3 and 16/ COP. 4 on the work progranme of the
Conmmittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy (CST),

1. Deci des that the priority issue to be addressed in depth by the CST at
its sixth session shall be:

“Landdegradation, vulnerability and rehabilitation: anintegrated approach”;

2. I nvi t es Parties to submit reports on case studies illustrating best
practices and innovative research relating to the above theme, which should not
exceed ten pages in length, and which should be transmitted to the secretariat of
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification no later than four months
before the next session;

3. Request s the secretariat to prepare a synthesis of such reports for
consideration at the sixth session of the CST;

4, Deci des al so that the agenda for the sixth session of the CST shall
include, i nter alia,the topics on the agenda of the fifth session of the CST;
5. Request s the secret ariat to facilitate the convening of one inter-

sessional Bureau meeting of the CST for the review of decisions taken by the
Conference of the Parties and other related matters regarding the work of the CST,
especially the planning and organization of the next session of the CST.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 17/ COP. 5

I nproving the efficiency and effectiveness of
the Conmittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 24 of +the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification, on the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy (CST),

Recal i ng al so deci sions 15/ COP.1 and 17/ COP. 4,

Taki ng note of the subm ssions nmade by Parties, and the synthesis of the
submi ssions prepared by the secretariat, on ways of inproving the efficiency and
ef fecti veness of the CST, as contained in | CCD/ COP(5)/ 3/ Add. 2

Taki ng note al so of the interventions made by Parties on the need for concrete
I i nkages between the CST and the scientific and techni cal subsidiary bodi es of other
mul til ateral environnental agreenments, such as the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice of the Convention on Biological Dversity, and
on the need to strive for better synergies between the Conference of the Parties
and the CST with the ai mof advanci ng t he i npl enent ati on of the Convention, and al so
on the need to find better nechanisns for feeding scientific and technol ogica
information into the CST,

Considering the results of the extensive consultations between the regi ona
groups, as contained in annex 1 of the aforenmentioned docunent,

Deci des to adopt ways and neans to inprove the effectiveness and efficiency
of the functioning of the CST, including the establishing of a group of experts,
as defined in the attached annex.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Annex
| MPROVI NG THE EFFI Cl ENCY AND EFFECTI VENESS OF

THE COWM TTEE ON SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. There is a need to inprove the efficiency and effectiveness of the CST in
accordance with the spirit and the letter of the Convention;
2. The reform of the CST should be considered within its existing mandat e;
3. The duration of the neeting of the CST should renmai n unchanged;
4. The CST should play a role in the review of national reports, using the
synthesis and sumaries of the reports prepared by the secretariat;
5. There is a need to better integrate the activities of the CST into national
and regional activities;
6. CST representatives need to play a more active liaison role betweenthe CST'’s
activities and those of the regional groups, as well as during the review of
national reports;
7. Under the authority of the CST, a group of experts in the area of combating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought should be established;
8. The programme of work of the group of experts, as well as its mandate, should
be pluri-annual in nature, for a maximum of four years, during which time the group
of experts should report to the CST at its sessions;
9. The co mposition of the group of experts should not exceed 25 members, with

the exact number to be determined by the programme of work, as defined by the CST;

10. The composition of the group of experts should be based on the need to ensure
an equitable geographical distribution;

11. The experts, in order to be selected, should have their names on the roster

ofindependent experts; they will be selected by the CST Bureau onaone-time basis,

in consultation with the regional groups and the secretariat. The Bureau of the
Conference ofthe Parties (COP) will finalize the first selection of experts as soon

as possible after COP 5. Subsequent selections of experts shall be based on a new

programme of work, and shall be recomm ended by the CST for approval by the COP.
The competence of the experts presented by each regional group will be determined

onthe basis of a curriculum vitae, which should include a paper on aspecificissue

contained in the programme of work;

12. The programme of work of the group of experts and the terms of reference
should be defined by the CST based on the themes, activities and issues of relevance
to the Convention, and focusing, as a ppropriate, on the state of knowledge, the

scale of impact, opportunities for mitigation, and implications for policy makers;

13. The group of experts should use existing means of communi cation, such as
through electronic means, face-to-face meetings, etc.;

14. The group of experts should meet once per year for a maximum of one week,
unless determined otherwise by the Bureau of the COP, in consultation with the
Parties;

15. The CST, after four years, should review the work of the group of experts to
determine its future role and continued relevance;
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16. The CST recommends that the financial inplications of the activities of the
group of experts should come from the regular budget; in order to maintain the
i ndependent nature of the group of experts, the participation costs of all the
menbers shoul d be covered, regardl ess of whether the nenber cones froma devel oped
or developing country; and noting that a decision will only be nade when al
fi nanci al considerati ons have been taken into account.
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Deci sion 18/ COP. 5

Programme of work for the group of experts

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recal I'i ng deci sion 17/ COP. 4,
Recal i ng al so docunment | CCDY COP(5)/ 3/ Add. 2,

Taki ng note of decision 17/COP.5, adopted by the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy (CST) at its fifth session, oninprovingthe efficiency and effectiveness
of the CST, including the establishing of a group of experts,

1. Invites the Parties and rel evant organi zations to submit in witing to
the secretariat their recomendati ons on the progranme of work to be undertaken by
the group of experts. The recomendati ons, which should be provided no |ater than
1 February 2002, should not exceed five pages in |ength;

2. Requests the secretariat to transmt the recommendati ons received from
the Parties to the nenbers of the Bureau of the CST,;

3. Requests the Bureau of the CST to review and synthesize the
reconmendat i ons, which should constitute the main el ements of the progranmme of work
for the group of experts, and to define the progranmme of work for the group of
experts and conmunicate it to the Parties;

4. Request s the Bureau of the CST, in consultationwith the regional groups
and the secretariat, to nake the necessary arrangenments for selection of the
appropriate experts, bearing in mnd the programe of work of the group of experts
defined by the Bureau of the CST and t he procedures outlined i n paragraph 11 of the
annex to decision 17/ COP.5;

5. Deci des that the progranme of work for the group of experts wll be
decided in this manner on a one-tine basis only, and that in future the progranme
of work for the group of experts will be determined by the CST, in accordance with
paragraph 12 of the annex to decision 17/ COP.5.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 19/ COP.5

Dryl and Degradati on Assessnent and the
M |1 enni um Ecosyst em Assessnent

The Conference of the Parties,

Notingw th appreciationthe initiatives onthe Dryl and Degradati on Assessnent
(LADA) and the MIIennium Ecosystem Assessnent (MEA) carried out by various
international organizations and institutions, with the collaboration of the
secretari at,

Taki ng note of the presentations nade by representatives of the LADA and the
MEA as well as the information contained in | CCY COP(5)/INF. 7,

1. Requests the secretariat to continue to follow closely the activities
of the LADA and the MEA and to facilitate the invol venent of the Parties, in order
that the concerns of the Parties are taken into account in the assessnents;

2. Requests the secretariat to report on the progress of these two
initiatives at the next session of the Conmittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 20/ COP. 5

Consi deration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng decision 21/COP.2 on consideration of rule 47 of the rules of
pr ocedur e,

Taking note of the draft text of rule 47, as anmended by decision 21/COP. 2,1

Taking note also of the report from the secretariat contained in
| CCOY COP(5)/ 7,

Havi ng heard the report of the President of the Conference of the Parties at
its fourth session on the result of his consultations on the outstanding issue
related to rule 47 of the rules of procedure,

Requests the secretariat to include consideration of this outstanding rule
of procedure on the agenda of the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001

1 | CCDY COP(3)/ 13, annex.
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Deci sion 21/ COP. 5

Resol uti on of questions on inplenentation, arbitration
and conciliation procedures

A. Resolution of questions of inplenentation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal I ing article 27 of the Convention, which states that the Conference of
the Parties shall consider and adopt procedures and institutional nechanisns for
the resol ution of questions that may arise with regard to the i nplenentation of the
Conventi on,

Recal I i ng al so deci sions 20/ COP.3 and 20/ COP. 4, Part A,

Not i ng that paragraph 51 of | CCD/COP(4)/8 would forma basis for the further
work of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts,

Noting further that the question of |inkages between article 27 and articles
22.2, 26 and 28 requires further consideration

1. Deci des, for purposes of fulfilling article 27 of the Convention, to
reconvene, during its sixth session, the open-ended Ad Hoc G oup of Experts to
exam ne further and nmake recomendati ons on procedures and institutional nechanisns
for the resolution of questions on inplenentation

2. Deci des further that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts shall take as the basis
of its work a new working docunent prepared by the secretariat in the light of
| CCDY COP(4)/8 and | CCDY COP(5)/8 and noting the progress nmade i n negoti ations on the
same matter in other rel evant environmental conventions;

3. Invites any Parties wishing to communicate their views on article 27
to do so, in witing to the secretariat, by 31 January 2003;

4, Requests the secretariat to include such views in the new working
docunent referred to in paragraph 2 above for consideration by the Ad Hoc G oup of
Experts.

B. Arbitration and conciliation procedures

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal I ing article 28, paragraph 2(a), of the Convention, which refers to
arbitration procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an annex
to the Convention as soon as practicable,

Recal I ing further article 28, paragraph 6, of the Convention, which refers
to conciliation procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an
annex to the Convention as soon as practicable,

Recal i ng al so deci sions 20/ COP.3 and 20/ COP. 4, Part B

1. Deci des, for the purposes of fulfilling article 28 of the Conventi on,
to reconvene, at its sixth session, the open-ended Ad Hoc G oup of Experts to
exam ne further and nake recommendati ons on the foll ow ng issues:

(a) annex on arbitration procedures;
(b) annex on conciliation procedures;
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2. Deci des further that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts shall take as the basis
its work a new working docunment prepared by the secretariat incorporating the

contained in | CCDY COP(4)/8 and | CCDY COP(5)/8 and noting the progress nade
rel evant environnmental conventions;

of

mat eri al
in negotiations on the same matters in other

3. Invites any Parties wishing to comunicate their views on the issues
referred to in paragraph 1(a) and (b) above to do so, inwiting to the secretari at,

by 31 January 2003;

4, Requests the secretariat to include such views in the new working
docunent referred to in paragraph 2 above for consideration by the Ad Hoc G oup of
Experts.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci si on 22/ COP. 5

Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recal I ing article 19 of the Conventi on,

Wl com ng the recommendati ons of the fourth neeting of national focal points
in Asia held on 26-27 June 2001 in U an Bator, Mngoli a,

1. Recogni zes the need to designate a thene for the Wrld Day to Conbat
Desertification each year;

2. Agr ees to adopt “Land degradation” as the global theme for the World
Dayto CombatDesertificationon 17 June 2002, recognizing that countries may choose
sub-themes for national activities;

3. I nvi t es the Parties to carry out national activities in relation to the
above theme.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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Deci sion 23/ COP. 5

Report on the fourth Round Table of Parlianmentari ans

The Conference of the Parties,

Having heard the presentation of the Declaration of Menbers of Parlianent
regardi ng the process of inplenmentation of the United Nati ons Convention to Conbat
Desertification, nmade by Honorable M. G rigissou Gado, Deputy, National Assenbly
of Benin, reporting on the outconme of the fourth Round Table of Parlianentarians,

whi ch t ook pl ace at Geneva on 4 and 5 October 2001, and in which 26 Parlianmentari ans
from 26 countries participated,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the Declaration;
2. Decides to include the Declaration as an annex to the report of the

Conference of the Parties on its fifth session.

9th pl enary neeting
10 Cctober 2001
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Annex
DECLARATI ON BY MEMBERS OF PARLI AMENT

Fourth Round Tabl e of Menbers of Parlianent
CGeneva, 4-5 Cctober 2001
in parallel with the fifth Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

The role of menbers of parlianent in addressing the interlinkages
bet ween poverty and sustai nabl e devel opnent, particularly
desertification, within the framework of the inplenentation
of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification

l. W, nenbers of parlianent, nmeeting in Geneva on 4 and 5 Cctober 2001 for the
fourth Round Table at the invitation of the Convention secretariat, with the full
support of the Inter-Parlianmentary Union and the assistance of the Cover nrent  of
Switzerland, in the sidelines of the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention to Conmbat Desertification (UNCCD) in those
countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa,

Deeply concerned by the persistent trends of desertification worldw de,
particularly in the fragile ecosystems of developing countries’ economies,

Avar e of the enormous losses generated by this large-scale phenomenon and its
direct consequences for global equilibrium, particularly insofar as it relates to
food production and availability, disruption of traditional migrat ion flows, and
human security,

Consci ous ofthe global threat that lies in the continuous degradation of the
land that sustains us,

M ndf ul of the direct causality links existing between land degradation and
poverty which generate vicious circles of land over-exploitation by inc reas ingly
deprived communities,

Bearing i n m nd the increasing deprivation suffered by poor people in terms
of social, economic, environmental and cultural services and opportunities,

Recal | i ng the warning of the Human Development Report of the United Nations
Development Programme regarding the risk of producing a “world gargantuan in its
excess, grotesque in its human and economic inequalities” if the imbalance in
economic growth continues,

Consci ous that not all the economic growth is beneficial when it embraces
policies leading to development that is jobless (creates unemploym ent), ruthless
(benefits on the rich to the exc lusion of the poor), voiceless (suppresses

democratic expression), rootless (destroys links to community and culture) and
futureless (destroys the planetary support system),

Decl are that:

1. We are deeply ala rmed by the increasing environmental degradation,
particularly desertification, that has now reached such magnitude that it threatens
the very basis of life on Earth.

2. We are greatly concerned by the continuous losses in productivity of
the first sector, which still constitutes the main source of revenue for the
economies of the majority of developing countries.
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3. We are seriously worried by clear and sustained data indicating that
desertification processes severely underm ne sust ai nabl e economi c growth, limt food

security and exacerbate susceptibility to fani ne, often acconpani ed by | arge-scal e
movenent s of di splaced people and by arnmed conflicts.

4, We are conscious of the fact that the established trends in terns of
natural resources exploitation as well as the current patterns of consunption have
by far exceeded the earth’s carrying capacities.

5. We are convinced that addres sing the issue of poverty eradication,
particularly widespread environment-induced poverty and its tragic consequences in
terms of macro-social disruptions, must be concei ved as a total priority of

integrated international policy schemes towards the promotion of sustainable
development.

6. We are  persuaded of the necessity to declare the land that feeds us,
and particularly what is known as its t opsoil la  yer, as a common human patrimony
requiring imperative, urgent, concerted and worldwide protection.

7. We firmly believe that public policies should be clearly oriented
towards addressing the root causes of poverty through participative and democratic
processes leading to a real and efficient empowerment of communities, especially
women, at the front line of the sustainable development struggle.

8. We underline our conviction that growth can not constitute an objective
per se and should therefore be accompanied by social regulatory mechanisms which
ensure an equitable redistribution of wealth amongst all, which address the issue
of land tenure and which guarantee access to education in order to empower poor
people and allow them to realise their potential, and in order to r educe t heir
vulnerability to exogenous pressures.

9. We recognize that prevailing macro-economic policies have great impacts
onthe processes ofimpoverishment, and we call therefore upon developed countries,
in conformity with the letter and spirit of the Convention, to take appropriate
actions aimed at relieving the current burden of developing countries, particularly
through the promotion of economic reforms aimed at combining growth with human
development, equity and social justice by, inter alia:

. Agreeing on the relief of external debt,
. Reducing interest rates,
. Improving the overall trading environment.

. I'n affirm ng our conm tnment, as members of parliament, to contribute fully
to the implementation of the Convention, we note with appreciation that the
international commu nity in its wisdom has decided to address the urgent issue of
UNCCD funding, particularly by defining ways and means of identifying reliable and

centralized multilateral financial mechanisms in order to ensure that affected

developing country Parties to the Convention dispose of the required financial
predictability essential to their economic planning and policy formulation.

In this regard:

10. We fu lly support the decision of the last Governing Council of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) held in Washington D.C. in May 2001, which
requested the Chief Executive Officer “to explore the best options for enhancing
the support of the GEF in assisting affected countries, especially those in Africa,
to implement the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, taking into
account the third replenishment of the GEF”.
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11. We further agree with the CGEF Governing Council that addressing the
issue of land degradation is an integral part of the pursuit of sustainable
devel opnent, poverty alleviation and synergi sm anongst the gl obal environnental
conventi ons. We consequently praise the GEF Council for agreeing that the
designation of |and degradation (desertification and deforestation) as a GEF foca
area should be pursued, as a neans for enhancing GEF support for the successful
i mpl erent ati on of the UNCCD

12. W strongly request the country Parties to the Convention to designate
the GEF as the operational financial mnmechanism of the UNCCD, in order to provide
it with the predictable financial resources which will enable it to achieve its

objectives in a tinmely and efficient manner.

13. Accordingly, we further request the GEF, at its next Assenbly neeting
in Beijing, China, in 2002, to nake desertification a fully fl edged GEF focal area
along with biodiversity, climte change, the protection of the ozone |ayer and
i nternational waters.

14. VW firmy believe that all major environnental issues are intrinsically
linked and require a concerted international effort to address themsynergistically.
Particul ar enphasis should be placed on building up a culture of synergismin the
i mpl ement ati on of the di fferent | egally binding sustainabl e devel opnent instruments
at the field |evel

15. W fully support all initiatives which aimat encouragi ng sustainable
devel opnent pronotion in order to ensure the best use of financial and human
resources and the effective use of avail able experti se and conparative advant ages,
i ncluding traditional know edge, in both devel oped and devel opi ng countries as wel |
as the public and private sectors.

16. We request all presiding officers totake steps to publicise the present
declaration by placing it on the agenda of their national parlianments or by bringing
it to the attention of all nenbers of their parlianent in some other appropriate
way.

I11. Finally, we request the secretariat of the United Nati ons Convention to Conbat
Desertification, with the assistance of the Inter-Parlianentary Union:

17. To take all necessary nmeasures to bring the present declaration to the
attention of the world | eaders at the forthcom ng neeting of the Wrld Sunmit on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, to be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in Septenber
2002.

18. To organi ze t he next Round Tabl e of nmenbers of parlianent in conjunction
with the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties to the Conventi on;

19. To take follow up action on the decisions of the present round table
and to develop strategies in order to achieve universal awareness of the
decl arations and progress reports of the parlianmentarian round table process.
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Deci si on 24/ COP. 5

Credentials of representatives of Parties to the fifth session
of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered the report of +the Bureau on the credentials of

representatives of Parties to the fifth session! of the Conference of the Parties
and the reconmendati on contained therein,

Approves the report on credentials submtted by the Bureau of the fifth
session of the Conference of the Parties.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001

1 sSee also | CCDY COP(5)/10.
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Deci si on 25/ COP. 5

Dat e and venue of the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal I i ng article 22, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification,

Recal I ing also its decision 1/COP.2 on Ordinary Sessions of the Conference
of the Parties,

Further recalling General Assenbly resolution 40/243 of 18 Decenber 1985,

1. Deci des that the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties shal
be held at Bonn, Germany, the site of the Convention secretariat, from 19 to 31
Cct ober 2003, in the event that no Party nakes an offer to host that session and
to neet the additional financial cost;

2. Invites the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Bureau to
acconmodat e, by 31 January 2003, any offer froma Party to host the sixth session

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary neasures to
prepare for the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties.

11th pl enary neeting
12 Cctober 2001
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